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Gyalrong languages 
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Gyalrong or rGyalrong (Tibetan: Wylie: rgyal rong, 

THL: gyalrong ), also rendered Jiarong (simplified Chinese: 
traditional Chinese: M S Ip ; pinyin : jiarong yu ), or sometimes 
Gyarung, is a subbranch of the Gyalrongic languages spoken by the 
Gyalrong people in Western Sichuan, China. 
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Name 


The name Gyalrong is an abbreviation of Tibetan 
shar rgyal-mo tsha-ba rong “Eastern Queen’s Fever Ravine”, a 
historical region of Kham now mostly located inside Ngawa Tibetan 
and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture in SichuanThis Tibetan word 
is transcribed in Chinese as M M, or M £$6 or M ^, jiarong. It is 
pronounced [rjaroq] by speakers of Situ. It is a place-name and is 
not used by the people to designate their own language. The 
autonym is pronounced [k0ru] in Situ and [klllriu] in Japhug. 
Gyalrong speakers were previously classified as an independent 
ethnicity but were merged into the Tibetan ethnicity by the Chinese 
government in 1954. ^ 
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Map of Gyalrong languages 


Languages 


Based on mutual intelligibility, Gates (2014)^ considers there to be five Gyalrong languages: 

■ Situ (Chinese: Situ, IZ3±i5) or less precisely Eastern Gyalrong 

■ Japhug (Chinese: Chapu, WM) 

■ Tshobdun (Chinese: Caodeng, |li£; along with Zbu, next, also called Sidaba) 

■ Zbu (Chinese: Ribu, B nil, also Rdzong'bur or Showu) 

■ Gyalrong (south-central) 






















Situ has more than 100,000 speakers throughout a widespread area, while the other three languages, all 
spoken in Barkam, have fewer than 10,000 speakers eachJ 6 ^ They are all tonal except for Japhug . 

Most early studies on Gyalrong languages (Jin 1949, Nagano 1984, Lin 1993) focused on various dialects of 
Situ, and the three other languages were not studied in detail until the last decade of the 20th century. The 
differences between the four languages are presented here in a table of cognates. The data from Situ is taken 
from Huang and Sun 2002, the Japhug and Showu data from Jacques (2004, 2008) and the Tshobdun data 
from Sun (1998, 2006). 


gloss 

Situ 

Japhug 

Tshobdun 

Showu 

badger 

pas 

Pyuis 

yves 

tavis 

dream 

ta-rmo 

tw-jmqo 

te-jmi? 

te-lme? 

1 saw 


pw-mto-t-a 

ne-mti-ar] 


sheep 

kajo 

qaz.o 

qejji? 

the? 


Gyalrong languages, unlike most Sino-Tibetan languages, are polysynthetic languages and present 
typologically interesting features, such as inverse marking (Sun and Shi 2002, Jacques 2010), ideophones 
(Sun 2004, Jacques 2008), and verbal stem alternations (Sun 2000, 2004, Jacques 2004, 2008). See Situ 
languag e for an example of the latter. 

Demographics 


Gates (2012: 102-106)^ lists the following demographic information for 5 rGyalrong languages. 
Altogether, there are about 85,000 speakers for all 5 languages combined. 


Language 

Speakers 

Villages 

Dialects 

Alternate 

names 

Locations 

Situ 

35,000-40,000 

57 

7+ 

rGyalrong, 
karu, roqba 

almost entirely in Barkam County; 

NE Jinchuan County; NW Li County 

rGyalrong, 
South-central 

33,000 (out of 

45,000 ethnic 
people) 

111 

3+ 

rGyalrong, 

roqba 

Xiaojin, Danba, and Baoxing 

Counties 

Japhug 

4,000-5,000 

19 



3 townships in NE Barkam County, 
namely Long'erjia, Dazang, and 
Sha’erzong 

Tshobdun 

3,000 

10 


stodpask h at 

Caodeng/Tsho-bdun (WT Tshobdun) 
Township, Barkam County 

Zbu 

6,000+ 

28 


stodpask h at 

Barkam, Rangtang, Seda, and Aba 
counties 
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